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EDs ORF AL 


Are We Hypnotized? 


The most frightening thing in the world to- 
day, humanly speaking, is the now known fact 
that Russia is making far more progress in all 
departments of industrial development and pro- 
duction than we are. 


Furthermore, as we increase in our softness of 
living and in our unwillingness to exert our- 
selves more than necessary, we see a people 
dedicated to the philosophy of world domina- 
tion who are hard, disciplined and working 
with all their might. 


In all of this, rather than impede the progress 
of an ideology which is working on a calculated 
plan to enslave the world, we are giving them 
almost unbelievable help. 


First of all, we are giving them time, the 
time to carry out their plans and the atmos- 
phere in which they may thrive. 


We are giving them moral support by con- 
tinuing the polite fiction that, as a sovereign 
nation they are worthy of political and diplo- 
matic recognition. 


We are giving them an ever increasing plat- 
form through which they proclaim their desire 
for “peace,” “coexistence” and “cooperation.” 


Incredible as it may seem, we are also fur- 
nishing them with many of the actual tools with 
which they learn the know-how of modern 
technological production and by which they 
plan our own destruction. 


Finally, we are trying to fool ourselves into 
the state of mind which expresses regrets but 
does nothing about the basic problem with 
which we are faced. 


We have all read of the bird that flutters 
helplessly in the baleful and hypnotic glare of 
a reptile. Have we not, as a nation, fallen under 
a spell even more deadly? 


This is not a plea for war with Russia. We 
do not believe it is necessary, at any rate not 
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at this time. But, it is a plea for a spiritual 
and moral awakening which will make us rec- 
ognize Communism for what it is, a godless, 
hell-inspired philosophy which is dedicated to 
world domination and the destruction of every- 
thing held precious by the Christian faith. 


To that end we should rise up and break all 
ties with nations which are under Communist 
rule. This would involve the severing of diplo- 
matic relations, the stopping of all trade, and 
the taking of a stand on spiritual and moral 
grounds to which men around the world might 
rally. 


It is our profound conviction that such a step 
would herald in a process of disintegration and 
revolution from within which would eventuate 
in the ultimate destruction of Communism in 
those nations now cursed with its rule. 


More than that, it would be leading the 
world in a new concept of international rela- 
tions out of which, we believe, God could bring 
unexpected blessings. 


Furthermore, it would strengthen the hands 
of those leaders in nations such as France who 
would lead their nation in the ways of free- 
dom and right but who now find themselves 
frustrated by large Communist minorities with 
in their own governments. 


In this we have said nothing that we have 
not said before. But, we are reiterating this 
position because we feel our nation to be in 
dire danger. Unless such a step is taken we be- 
lieve that war with Russia is inevitable, and 
we believe we can well lose such a war, for, it 
will be fought at Russia’s time and on her terms. 


If any of our readers think we are unrealistic 
as to what Russia is doing and what progress 
she is making, we would urge such an one 
to take the March 16th issue of the U. S. News 
& World Report and read it. There we have 
facts. There we see that Russia is gaining all 
along the line. 
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Or take a world map and get the shock of 
realizing the progress Russia is making in draw- 
ing nation after nation into the Red camp. 


This is not a political problem primarily. It 
is a moral and spiritual one, for where Commu- 
nism triumphs moral values are perverted and 
spiritual values are suppressed. 


\re we, as a nation, so determined to have 
luxuries and luxurious living and a “peace” 
which is nothing more than an interlude of folly, 
that we will not take any step to jeopardize 
our immediate prospect for softness and ease? 
With all our heart the writer believes we are 
living in a fools’ paradise, a sense of hopeful 
security which exists simply because we refuse 
to believe that which is taking place before our 
ery eyes. Also, because we refuse to admit the 
infiltration and subversion which is going on 
under the surface. 


This is not isolationism. It is not war-mon- 
gering. It is not failing to take into account 
God’s providences and His power to change. 
But, it is a statement of what is taking place 
right now. 


And, if it continues, disaster lies ahead. 


—L.N.B. 





The Priesthood of Believers 


The priesthood of all believers under the 
High Priesthood of Christ was a distinctive doc- 
trine of the Reformation. It was here that the 
reunion conferences with the Roman Catholics 
floundered at Regensburg. But it is now re- 
ported that even some of the Catholic scholars 
are seeking to restore the congregation and the 
lea of the officiating priest as the representa- 
tive of the whole priesthood of believers. In 
any case, this is a good time to magnify our 
royal priesthood and seek to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices to God through Christ. I Peter 2. 


Perhaps there is something to be learned from 
the several branches of the Church at this point. 
\t the first assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam, we were introduced to 
the Dutch Reformed custom of bringing every 
believer to the Table of the Lord. Each one 
came, though the service took two and a half 
hours, each one sat at the Table of his Lord and 
thus had the concrete testimony borne into his 
own soul that he was a child of God welcomed 





by the Father at His own Table. The way of 
access into the holiest of all was open in Christ 
and he came as truly a priest of the Most High 
God as Aaron in the Old Testament. Now we 
are not insisting that every detail used in the 
Dutch Churches be reproduced among us, but 
we can at least learn anew that God feeds us 
at the supper He spreads at His Table and that 
each believer has full access to the Table of the 
Lord, as a sign of his free access to God in 
Christ. 


This year’s observation convinces me that the 
Church of England also has something to teach 
us about the priesthood of all believers. In 
that Church every member is expected to share 
in the worship service by uniting in the Lord’s 
Prayer, in the Apostle’s Creed, in the General 
Confession, in Psalms, in responses, in the Te 
Deum, et al. Despite the high church efforts 
of Queen Elizabeth, the Reformers who re- 
turned from Frankfort and Geneva were able 
to save much of the work of Cranmer, Latimer 
and Ridley, and to add to it. Thus they have 
given their people larger recognition as the 
priesthood of believers than other groups I have 
observed. It is typical indeed for a layman to 
read the Scripture lessons in the Church of 
England. 


On our side of the Atlantic I am sure that 
the work of stewardship so richly developed by 
our Southern Presbyterian deacons has some- 
thing for the Church universal. In the field 
of laymen’s testimony Van Thadden has devel- 
oped the Church Day as the greatest rally which 
takes place in Germany a testimony to 
unity in Christ reaching beyond the division 
of the iron curtain. At Chateau de Bossey lay- 
men of sundry professions gather to discuss ways 
in which they can apply the Gospel in their 
professions. 


But the writer has slipped in the last para- 
graphs. The priesthood of all believers means 
that layman is not a good word. Ye all are a 
royal priesthood to offer to God spiritual sac- 


—W.C.R. 


rifices. 


God and the Physical World 


In recent weeks, the great piece of American 
news has been, will President Eisenhower decide 
to run again. This decision turned largely on 
his physical condition and is expected to have 
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an impact on physical things. Yet in current 
theology many are prone to relegate to the 
category of myth all references to God’s actions 
in the physical world. For them, the whole 
of Christianity is the relevancy of the Christ- 
event to call me to a new understanding of life 
and decision for Him. But why may not de- 
cision and the physical go together in our lives 
as they do for President “Ike”? Why may not 
faith in the Almighty Father and the physically 
resurrected Christ be a vital part in the call 
for me to decide for God in the actual physical 
as well as the psychical matters of life? 


During the War, we prayed to God believing 
that He was in control not only over the birds 
of the heavens but even more over the lives 
of our soldiers. No, I am not forgetting those 
who fell in battle, or under the toll of deadly 
accidents. We worship a Lord, Who both died 
and rose again that He Might be Lord both 
of the dead and of the living. Our times are 
in His hands. The length of life for James 
was short, for Peter a bit longer, for John so 
long that men said he would live until Christ 
returned. And it is just by the certainty of 
death that God calls us to decide not for the 
things of this world, but for the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. 


At the table we thank God for our daily 
bread, or pray: Come the Lord Jesus and be 
our guest and bless the food that Thou hast 
provided. We look to God for our daily bread, 
and even when Paul calls food Spiritual bread, 
I Cor. 10, he means the physical manna which 
sustained Israel in the Wilderness. 


From Genesis through Revelation, God is 
the Creator of earth as well as of heaven. The 
Bible is neither Gnosticism nor Idealism. With 
a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, God 
intervened to deliver Israel out of Egypt and 
to make of him a new nation with distinct 
physical boundaries and administration. He 
was active in the affairs of men and of nations 
in Old Testament times. 


In the New Testament, the Word was made 
flesh - not merely mind. He took our whole 
human nature by the physical miracle of the 
Virgin birth. During His ministry, physical 
miracles marked His attack upon the forces of 
evil. He arose from the dead in such a way 
that the grave was empty, and He was seen, 
heard and handled by His disciples. The Hei- 
delberg Catechism reminds us that by His As- 
cension, we have our flesh in heaven (we do 
not need the dogma of the Assumption of the 
Virgin to give us a bridgehead in heaven). He 
shall come from heaven to raise those who sleep 
in Him and to take them into a new heaven 
and a new earth. 


This is the faith of Christendom as it is sum- 
marized in the Apostles’ Creed. From its open- 
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ing affirmation of faith in the Maker of heaven 
and earth to its concluding articles concerning 
the resurrection of the body and the everlasting 
life, this great statement represents God as the 
Lord of the physical as of the volitional, the 
mental, and the spiritual world. 


When God made the earth it was good. In 
Christ Jesus, He makes all things new - a new 
earth as well as a new heaven a Spiritual 
body for the spiritually renewed man. As I Cor. 
2:14 means by the Spiritual man not a ghost 
but a real man renewed by the Holy Spirit, so 
the Spiritual body of the Resurrection, I Cor. 
15:44, is a real body controlled by the Holy 
Spirit. The Greek of I Cor. 2:14 and 15:44 
contrasts the Spiritual not with the physical but 
with the psychical. As the sinful psychology 
stemming from fallen Adam all too much con. 
trols the present body: so the Holy Spirit com 
ing from the resurrected Lord will so thorough- 
ly control and be the life principle of the risen 
body that it may properly be called a Spiritual 
body. —W.C.R. 


The God of Creation 


“He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: 
He toucheth the hills, and they smoke.” 
—Psalm 104:32 





The one hundred and fourth Psalm is a 
meditation on the power and glory of God. It 
is also a resume of some of the acts of the 
God of creation. 


We are rightly impressed with the ever in- 
creasing discoveries of the various branches of 
science. Many of us will probably live to see 
new developments which, at present, stagger 
the imagination of the average individual. 


But, man is but unlocking some of the mys- 
teries God has stored in His universe. Man is 
not creating, he is but making use of things 
God has made. 


We often say that the Bible is not primarily 
a book of science. Of course not, but, within 
its pages are countless statements made by men 
of but limited experience and training who, 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, af- 
firmed scientific truths which even now are 
in the process of discovery or confirmation in 
scientific circles. 


The book of Job, the Psalms, the book of 
Proverbs, to mention but a few, make scientific 
affirmations of the greatest significance. These 
may be phrased in poetic language, they may 
seem obscure or irrelevant at times. But, it 
is amazing the depth of scientific truth which 
they often contain. 


We were recently impressed with many of 
the significant statements about nature to be 
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found in Psalm 104. But, even more impressive 
is the paean of praise for the Creator; the rec- 
ognition that it is in Him that all flesh moves 
and has its being. 


The priceless treasures of the Holy Scriptures 
can never be exhausted. Even the most pro- 
found student of God’s Word has but begun 
to scratch the surface of God’s revealed truth. 
“The glory of the Lord shall endure for ever: 

The Lord shall rejoice in his works.” 
—L.N.B. 


ANGLERS 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 
by Wade C. Smith) 





Lesson No. 132 


THE PERSONAL WorKER’s EQuipMENT— 
CONTINUED 


Equipment D-1. The Church 


The Church supplies the best outlet for the 
personal worker’s energies. The Church was 
organized in order that the Great Commission 
might be properly carried out. Through the 
centuries God has placed His distinctive bless- 
ing on the Church. It is His Bride. The best 
minds through the ages, with deepest consecra- 
tion have wrought, perfecting her processes, 
with organization for efficiency in all depart- 
ments. To bring this fact concretely to our 
minds, think of the services of worship on the 
Lord’s Day and other days. These are not only 
for your own nourishment and inspiration, but 
you are free to take your prospect to these 
services, bringing the showers of heaven upon 
your sowing. 


For the same purpose consider the Sunday 
School, with its classes organized to instruct and 
win people of all ages, from the Beginners up 
to Adults, and the Shut-ins through the Home 
Department. Think of the Men’s Clubs, or 
Bible classes to which many an indifferent man 
is attracted who might not so readily go into 
the congregation. Think of the various societies 
for the Women and the Young People - also for 
Business Women. Also the Revival services, or 
periods of intensive Bible instruction under 
some outstanding teacher. All these activities 
of the Church make potent factors in the soul 
winners program, and may in a very real sense 
be regarded as “tools in the kit.” 


Equipment D-2. The Pastor 


Possibly you may not have thought of your 


Pastor as a tool in vour kit, but he may well 
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be. One of the most successful personal work- 
ers in the writer’s acquaintance had a way of 
bringing her prospect to her Pastor when the 
questions got too deep for her; and why 
shouldn't she? It is best when questions go 
deep and you may not be able to locate in 
Scripture just the answer that seems fitting, 
to simply say, “I do not know, but my Pastor 
can clear that up for you.” Then make a way 
to get Prospect and Pastor together. Pastors are 
trained for this. 


Thus the Church affords you a workshop, 
a laboratory for soul winning; there you are in 
the atmosphere of Authority, and confidence 
is given which you will not find elsewhere. 
Through the Church is one of the ways in which 
the Lord is filling His promise, “and Lo, I am 
with you alway,” for the Church is His Body 
and He is the Head. Now and then you hear 
of some one who breaks with his Church and 
starts out on an independent program of his 
own. Without questioning his reason for this, 
(he might be justified in it) yet it is an unfor- 
tunate thing to occur. It is bound to cause 
unhappiness - for it hurts him and it hurts the 
Church for him to labor outside its Authority 
and Blessing. 


In these last four lessons we have endeavored 
to describe the Soul Winner’s equipment for 
real service. Surely the Lord of the Harvest has 
not failed to supply His servants with all the 
necessary means for this most important task 
of sowing and reaping. 


“Nevertheless, ] think it may be truly said, 
other things being equal, that real evan- 
gelistic power can co-exist only with a cer- 
tain clearness of vision of God’s face, and as 
some specific divine secret is therewith 
imparted.” —Henry C. Mabie. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, April 1, Acts 22:6-14. Before his 
conversion Paul was almost fanatically zealous 
for the Jewish faith (vv.3-5). How did the pow- 
erful light of v.6 humble Paul? Who did he 
realize was speaking to him (v.8)? How would 
the Lord’s statements in vv.7-8 bring Paul to 
his senses? As soon as Paul realized who Jesus 
Christ was, what was His attitude toward Him 
(v.10)? How helpless did Paul become in the 
presence of Christ (vv.10-11)? What commis- 
sion was given Paul following his conversion 
(vv.15,21) ? How do you think this sermon that 
Paul is now preaching is an example of His 
faithfulness in carrying out this commission 
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(21:37-40; 22:22-25)? Are you fully aware of 
who the Christ who has come into your life 
is (vv.8,10)? Are you willing to obey Him in 
whatever commission He may give you? 


Monday, April 2, Mark 16:9-11. Mary Mag- 
dalene had a love for her Savior that was un- 
common even among the disciples. We know 
that before she met Christ she was possessed 
with seven demons (Luke 8:2). Some authori- 
ties think she was the woman of ill repute in 
Luke. 7:36-39,44-50. What visible evidence did 
Mary give in Luke 8:2-3 that she sincerely 
loved Christ? She and the other women fol- 
lowed Christ all the way to the cross (Mark 
15:40-41; John 19:25). Who evidenced the 
most concern for the proper burial of Christ’s 
body (Luke 15:47-16:3)? Why do you suppose 
she was the first one to whom Christ revealed 
Himself after the resurrection (16:9)? Christ 
becomes most real to those who sincerely love 
Him and seek His face with the whole heart. 


Tuesday, April 3, Luke 24:31-35. Notice how 
high Peter’s intentions were as he expressed 
them in 22:33. Then notice how vigorously he 
denied his Lord, not once but three times, in 
22:54-62. What must the state of his heart have 
been from that hour up to the resurrection 
morning (22:61-62)? Turn over to the last two 
chapters of John for the accounts of Peter’s 
behavior after the resurrection. How did he 
behave when he saw that the tomb was empty 
(John 21:1-9)? What marked his behavior as 
unusual when he first saw the risen Christ 
(John 21:3-8)? In John 21:15-18 Jesus forgives 
and restores a genuinely repentant Peter. 
Though you love your Lord, do you find that 
there are times when you utterly fail Him. You 
will find Him gracious to forgive (Psalm 
103:8-14) . 


Wednesday, April 4, Luke 24:13-35. Jesus 
made another appearance on the very day of 
His resurrection (vv.1,13)? Notice how imper- 
fect their knowledge of Christ was (v.25). What 
concepts did they have of Jesus’ ministry (v.19) ? 
What was lacking ins their concept of the pur- 
pose of the crucifixion (vv.20-21)? How had 
they received the news of the resurrection (vv. 
11,22-24) ? What effect did Christ’s teaching of 
the Scripture have upon them (vv.26,27,32) ? 
Is there any event in Jesus’ ministry of which 
the breaking of bread (vv.30-31,35) reminds 
you? Why do you think that Christ revealed 
Himself gradually through His conversation (vv. 
17,19-27) , His actions (v.28), and the breaking 
of bre:d (vv.30-31) instead of simply saying 
who He was? Do you find a gentle, patient 
guiding of people to a realization of what Christ 
has done to be the most effective means of 
evangelization? 

Thursday, April 5, John 20:19-29. Christ ap- 
peared after His resurrection only to His own 
followers. Notice what He expected (v.21) of 
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those to whom He revealed proofs of who He 
was (vv.19-20). Jesus reveals Himself to those 
who are willing to submit to His leading. Study 
Thomas (vv.24-29). What was His difficulty 
(vv.24-25) ? How did He react when confronted 
with proof of Christ’s resurrection (v.28)? Do 
you think Christ would have revealed Himself 
to Thomas if he had been unwilling to bow 
his heart before Him? Was mere intellectual 
assent to the fact of the resurrection on the part 
of Thomas enough? Is a willingness to submit 
yourself fully to the will of God one reason 
that Christ has not revealed more of Himself 
to you? 


Friday, April 6, Mark 16:14-20. There is 
some question as to whether this passage is a 
part of the original Greek, but as a whole it 
coincides with the other Gospel narratives. 
Compare this passage with Luke 24:36-52. What 
facts are included in both passages? In what 
respects do they differ? Are there any elements 
in the passage in Mark that seem a bit foreign 
to the closing verses of Luke or the other Gos- 
pels? What place does the fact of the resurrec- 
tion have in each? the Great Commission? the 
ascension of Christ into heaven? Do you have 
a tendency to become overly concerned about 
peripheral, difficult teachings of the New Testa- 
ment to the neglect of concentrating on the 
great central doctrine? 

Saturday, April 7, Luke 24:44-53. The disciples 
were in hiding in Jerusalem (v.33; John 20:19). 
What was their initial reaction to Christ’s ap- 
pearance in their midst (vv.36-37)? What two 
evidences did Jesus give them in vv.38-43 that 
he had been raised bodily from the grave? What 
attitude did Christ take in regard to the rela- 
tion of the Old Testament Scriptures to Him- 
self (vv.44-47)? What specific message does 
Christ commission His disciples to preach to 
the world (vv.46-48)? What crucial doctrines 
of the Church do you find emphasized in the 
passage thus far? Must one believe these doc- 
trines to be faithful to the Great Commission? 
Is any kind of superficial assent to these doc- 
trines enough (24:52)? 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer Schoo! 
begins June 9, 1956. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 

















WANTED—Young minister or layman who would 
like to be in Church work as assistant to Pastor 
in visitation, extension work, and possibly preach- 
ing. Contact Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., West End 
Presbyterian Church, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hope- 
well, Virginia. Phones: 5691, 6765. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


















(hristian Education -- The Christian-Parent School 


(PART II} 
By Rev. Morton H. Smith 
Professor Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss. 


What then is the answer? We believe the 
implication of the Covenant requires more than 
a secularized state school, and yet we do not 
believe that the Christian Church as an organi- 
zation may take over the general education of 
the children. Who then should conduct this 
education? The answer is found in the Covenant 
itself. 

It was in the Covenant that we saw the re- 
sponsibility of the parent to his Covenant Child. 
It is there that we see the parents required 
to take a vow regarding the training and edu- 
cation of their child. The parents are the ones 
who make the promise that they will “strive 
by all the means of God’s appointment” to 
educate their children in the Christian way of 
life. Since the average parent does not have 
the time to do this work himself, he must seek 
a proper substitute. It is our belief that this 
substitute cannot be either the state or the 
church school, but rather a Christian-parent 
owned and controlled school. 


It is interesting to note that Dr. Thornwell, 
one of the founders of our Southern Presby- 
terian Church, seems to have come to this same 
conclusion. His earlier view was that “among 
the highest obligations of the State” was that 
“of providing for the education of her sons.” 
(Palmer, Thornwell’s Life & Letters, p. 325). 
While holding this point of view, “His senti- 
ments too, in relation to the Church, forbade 
his subscribing to the opposite doctrine, which 
places secular education among the positive 
duties she is called to fulfill. On the contrary, 
all the controversies in which he had been en- 
gaged turned upon the assertion, that she was 
a purely spiritual body, instituted for exclu- 
sively spiritual ends, and limited in her author- 
ity by the express law of her King and Head, 
which she might not transcend in a single 
particular. According to his strict construction 
of her charter, her duty terminates with the 
religious training of mankind.” (Idem.) This 
is virtually the same argument that we have 
given against the parochial school. 


Later in his life he took part in a meeting 
that proposed the establishment of an institu- 
tion to be supported by Presbyterian people. 
Concerning it Dr. Thornwell said that he 
would support it “provided it was not made 
a Church institution, organized and controlled 
through her courts.” (Ibid. p. 328). This is 
not to say that Thornwell opposed the State 
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school at this point, but it is to say that he 
felt if there was to be a Christian school it 
should not be a parochial institution. May we 
indicate that we believe with Thornwell that 
the State should see to the education of its 
people, if their education is not otherwise pro- 
vided, but that we do not believe the secular 
State school can meet the demands of the Cove- 
nant for the Covenant child. 


If then neither the State School nor the 
Church School is the answer, the only answer 
seems to be that of the Christian-parent owned 
school. As we face the need of our Covenant 
children for a truly Christian education, may 
we examine carefully the Scripture, and seek 
to provide only that which is most consistent 
with His Word. It is then and then only that 
we can look for God's greatest blessing upon 
our efforts to educate our children. 





The Christian Home 


Here is what a newspaper,, The Baltimore 
Sun, says about the Christian home: 


“Why is the Christian home such a fine and 
precious thing? Because it is a garden of the 
Lord, a nursery for human lives to grow in. 
Its seclusion, its shelter, its wise and careful 
culture are invaluable to growing souls, and 
nothing can make up for the lack of them. The 
home is the God-appointed educator of man- 
kind. We have a multitude of institutions 
which we call schools; but the real schools, where 
the real lessons of life are learned, are the homes 
of America. 


We still hear a good deal about the higher 
education, the highest that can be had. It is 
found in the lofty lessons of self-control, self- 
sacrifice, sublime faith, and splendid trust 
which home life has such a marvelous power 
to teach. There is no training to be had in 
school, or college, or anywhere in the world 
which can take the place of discipline of the 
home. Every true Christian home is a uni- 
versity, fully equipped, amply endowed, and 
able to give the highest education which can be 
got in this world.”—The Baltimore Sun. 





College Department head interested in admin- 
istrative position at college offering major cur- 
riculum in music. Executive experience. Box 
68, c/o The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Power For A World Mission 


Background Scripture: Acts 1 and 2. 
Devotional Reading: Acts 2:1-8. 


Jesus had given the command, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
Where were they to get the Power to carry out such a commission? The Apostles were but twelve 
in number. One of these had proved a traitor, and and gone out and hanged himself. The others 
were discouraged and frightened. The whole number of those who gathered in the upper room 
was only a hundred and twenty. The same question might have been asked about them as was 


asked about the few loaves and fishes, What 
are they among so many? How could this little 
band ever reach the countless millions of the 
world, most of them in ignorance, idolatry, and 
unbelief? 


Jesus, in the closing days of His ministry, had 
told them much about the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. If we turn to John 14-17 we read many 
promises of His coming. In our lesson today 
we have this Promise Reiterated, The Promise 
Fulfilled, and The Tremendous Results Fol- 
lowing. 

I. The Promise Reiterated: 1:1-20. 

The Book of Acts is a continuation of the 
Gospel according to Luke. He begins by say- 
ing, “The former treatise have I made, O The- 
ophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, Until the day in which he was taken up, 
after that he through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments unto the apostles whom he 
had chosen.” In the Gospel he had begun the 
“Story of Jesus’; in the Acts he continues to 
tell the story of what Jesus did through the 
disciples as they were empowered by. the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus had risen from the dead, and dur- 
ing the forty days between His resurrection and 
Ascension He had shown himself to them over 
and over again and spoken to them concerning 
the Kingdom of God. He commanded them 
not to depart from Jerusalem but wait for the 
promise of the Father, that they should be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit. 


When they asked him if He was going to 
restore the kingdom again to Israel “at this 
time,” He told them that it was not for them 
to know the times or seasons which the Father 
had in His power, but that they should receive 
power after that the Holy Spirit came upon 
them and be witnesses unto Him even to the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

When He had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, He was taken up and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight. Two men 
stood by them and said that this same Jesus 
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would come back again even as thev had seen 
Him go. He had told them this same thing 
in His discourses with them. This is the third 
of these “Special Delivery Messages” that angels 
were sent to deliver: one at His birth; another 
at His resurrection; and this one at His ascen- 
sion. He came; He arose; He is coming again! 
What a wonderful Gospel! 


They returned to Jerusalem trom Mount 
Olivet and continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication, with the women and His 
brethren, some one hundred and twenty in all. 
While they waited these ten days, Peter suggests 
that they choose another to take the place of 
Judas who had gone to such a tragic death. They 
selected two men and prayed that God would 
indicate which one should be chosen as an apos- 
tle. They cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias, 
and he was selected as the one to take the place 
of Judas. (God had in view a far greater man 
who was to be. an “Apostle,” Saul of Tarsus, 
who became Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles.) 


Il. The Promise Fulfilled: 2:1-13. 


Pentecost, or Feast of Weeks, was seven weeks 
after the waving of the sheaf, or fifty days after 
the Passover Feast. The first fruits of the wheat 
harvest were presented. It was most appropriate 
that on this feast day the Holy Spirit should 
be sent, and the “first fruits” of the Gospel 
should be gathered in. The scene is spectacular 
and marvelous. 


1. There was the Sound as of a rushing, 
mighty Wind. In Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley 
of Dry Bones, the prophet is told to “call for 
the wind,” and this Wind is the Holy Spirit, 
at Whose coming the Dry Bones are completely 
restored to full life. (see Ezekiel 37:9 and 18) 
Jesus, in speaking to Nicodemus concerning the 
New Birth uses the same figure: The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh 
or whither it goeth; so is everyone who is born 
of the Spirit. 
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2. There was the Appearance of the Cloven 


Tongues, as of Fire. The Holy Spirit and Fire 
are linked together by John the Baptist when 
he is telling of the Coming One who should 
baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 


3. They Began to speak with Other Tongues 
as the Spirit gave them utterance. We hear a 
great deal today about “Unknown Tongues.” 
This was no “Unknown Tongue,” but every 
man heard them speak “in our own tongue, 
wherein we were born.” It was very easy to 
see what the gift was on this occasion, and it 
was a very important and useful one for these 
Jews, for there were people in Jerusalem from 
all over the world, speaking different languages. 
It would have been almost impossible to have 
interpreters for all these people, so this mar- 
velous gift was bestowed upon them. It is not 
quite so easy to determine just what the “speak- 
ing with tongues” that Paul mentions in 
1 Corinthians 12:10, is: “To another divers 
kinds of tongues; to another, the interpreta- 
tion of tongues.” Paul rather minimizes the 
importance of such a gift. The gift at Pente- 
cost was very practical because the apostles could 
reach these people from distant lands, and have 
them hear and understand the message. 


Even with all these “signs” there were some 
who “mocking said, These men are full of new 
wine.” Such is the power of unbelief in the 
human heart. It showed itself when Jesus 
preached and wrought miracles; it showed here 
at Pentecost. 


WI. The Results of His Coming: 14-47. 


1. The First Result is seen in the Apostles 
themselves. Peter and the others are changed 
from weak, cowardly, ignorant men into men 
who are not afraid to stand up boldly, face 
the crowds, and proclaim with certainty and 
with power, the Gospel. Who could imagine 
Peter, who had just a short time ago denied his 
Lord, now preaching with such boldness and 
power? Their understanding of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures was also seen. Peter's sermon 
is full of quotations from the Old Testament, 
and he applies them perfectly. He places the 
blame for the death of their Messiah upon them. 
It was all in the Plan of God, but it was their 
“wicked hands” that were responsible for the 
shameful deed. He goes on to proclaim the 
resurrection of Christ, and refers to Psalm 16 
as a prophecy of this. He holds Jesus of Naza- 
reth up as Lord and Christ. Here is indeed a 
marvelous transformation in those who were 
to be “His witnesses.” 


There is a vital lesson for us in these verses. 
We who try to preach today need the same trans- 
forming and enlightening power in our hearts 
and lives, if we are to have both the courage 
and understanding which we need. The gift of 
the Spirit is vital for the ministry. 
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2. The second result is seen in the effect 


upon the multitude. We see the Convicting 
power of the Holy Spirit: “They were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall 
we do”? What had changed them? The answer 
is simple and clear; the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus had said, When He is come, He 
will convict the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness and of judgment to come. The same thing 
is seen in the work of evangelists today. Why 
does Billy Graham have such marvelous results? 
‘T'wo reasons are evident: (1) He preaches the 
Word of God, and (2) the Holy Spirit convicts 
of sin. These are two requirements for a real 
revival. This work of the Spirit goes further 
than conviction; it is also converting power. 
Peter replies to their question by telling them 
to Repent and be Baptized in the name of Jesus 
for the remission of their sins, and three thou- 
sand respond to this exhortation. How we 
should pray for such results when we preach! 


3. The Third result is the Unity and Love 
which manifested itself in the Church. It was 
a Spirit-filled Church. Here was a “Oneness,” 
not of organization, but of belief and fellow- 
ship, and sharing. The picture presented is a 
very beautiful one. It is a pity that such a pic- 
ture had to be spoiled later. They were “of 
one accord”; they continued steadfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayers. There was a shar- 
ing of all their goods and possessions. It was 
a very different thing from the “Communism” 
of today. It was voluntary; it was motivated by 
Love; it could only exist in a Church permeated 
with the power of the Spirit. It is no wonder 
that such a Church had favor with all the peo- 
ple and grew by leaps and bounds. A Spirit- 
filled Christian is always a lovely picture. The 
Holy Spirit makes us love each other and be 
willing to share with those who need. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 8 


“LT Am With You Alway” 


“I Am Thine, I Have Heard Thy 


Hymn: 
Voice” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Matthew 28 

Hymn: “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Spirit Of God, Descend Upon My 
Heart” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

We have just passed through another season 
when our thoughts have been especially focused 
on the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. 
Through sermons, Easter music, special Easter 
programs, and our own reading we have been 
inspired once again. We have been reminded 
of the most important events in the history of 
the world. Perhaps we have been able to recap- 
ture something of the thrill that the followers 
of the Lord experienced in those’ days when 
they realized that He was not dead and defeated. 
We are certainly able to see how the resurrec- 
tion was important to those first disciples in 
that it vindicated their faith in Jesus. We need, 
however, to understand that the significance of 
the resurrection is not all in the past. It has 
meaning for us here and now. What is that 
meaning? 


We need to remember that Jesus did not come 
forth from the tomb only to die at some later 
date. That is the difference between the resur- 
rection of Jesus and the raising of Lazarus, for 
instance. Jesus rose from the dead to live for- 
ever. That means that He lives today just as 
surely as He was living on the first Easter morn- 
ing. Not only does He live, but He lives in 
us. He was not using figurative language when 
He said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the earth.” The Bible tells us that 
if we love our Lord and believe in Him, He 
lives in us. (John 14:23 and Gal. 2:20) Jesus 
Christ lives in and with His children in a very 
real way. That is the present significance of the 
resurrection. 

First SPEAKER: 

It is surprising how many people there are, 
including those of our age group, who have 
serious problems, bitter disappointments, and 
real sorrows in their lives. Some of these trou- 
bles may seem rather insignificant to others, 
but they are exceedingly heavy for those who 
have to bear them. Everyone who experiences 
these things needs comfort, and those who have 
Christ in them and with them may readily re- 
ceive the comfort they need. When Jesus walked 
on earth in the flesh He was most concerned 


PAGE 10 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





for the brokenhearted, and He still is. He is 
not only concerned, He is able to help. The 
only condition is that we seek His aid. It is 
truly tragic to think of people who are robbing 
themselves of Christ’s peace simply by failing 
to ask Him for it. We may be tempted to try 
to be independent of God as long as things seem 
to be going well with us, but when troubles 
come, then we know our need for comfort. The 
living Christ in us can speak peace to us, if we 
will let Him. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

There is nothing like a difficult task to make 
us realize how weak we are. The Lord has 
given us a task which is certainly large enough 
to reveal our weakness. He has told us to go 
into all the world bearing witness to His love 
and His saving power. He has charged us to 
make converts of all people. If this task seems 
hard to us, think how utterly impossible it 
must have seemed to that pathetic group who 
first heard these words. We wonder how they 
ever had courage to attempt carrying out that 
command. We wonder still more how they were 
able to accomplish the amazing things they did. 
The reason for their courage and success was 
their awareness of the power of Christ's presence 
with them. Thev knew that the same Lord 
who had said that all power in heaven and earth 
was His was living and working in them. Paul 
spoke for them all when he said, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
We also need to remember that having Christ 
in us means having power to carry out His 
orders. 


[THIRD SPEAKER: 


Have you ever noticed how much easier it 
is to be good when vou are in the company of 
a good person? Our thoughts and our conduct 
are always benefited by good companions. This 
reveals very clearly how important it is to estab- 
lish our friendships among Christian people, but 
more importantly, it shows how valuable is 
the companionship of Christ. If the presence 
of some good human friend improves your 
thoughts, your speech, and your conduct, then 
the presence of Christ in your life ought to do 
much more. Even the best of your human 
friends have their faults, but Christ is perfectly 
good. There are times when your human friends 
cannot be with you to influence you for good, 
but Jesus said, “I am with you alway.” If we 
are truly interested in living acceptably before 
God, then let us ever bear in mind that our 
friend Jesus is always with us. 
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The 1956 Birthday Objective of 
Women of the Church 


The Women’s Advisory Council and the Board 
of Women’s Work announce a two-fold objec- 
tive for the Birthday Offering of the Women of 

ve Church in 1956: 


Ybor Mission expansion, Tampa, Florida. 


\rea Laboratory School for training teachers 
of children throughout the General Assembly. 


The gift to Ybor Mission is to be administered 
by the Board of Church Extension; the gift for 
\rea Laboratory Schools is to be administered 
by the Board of Christian Education. 


The first $150,000 is to be divided between the 
two objectives, a maximum of $75,000 for Area 
Laboratory Schools, and all over that amount 
to Ybor Mission expansion. 


(Information relative to the two phases of 
the Birthday Objective will be given on this 
page of this paper for the next five weeks - 
\pril 25 issue will tell the story in pictures.) 





How Important Is The Quiet Hour? 


The “Quiet Hour” is too important” in the 
life of a Christian to allow it to be a “hit and 
Just as eating habits are con- 
ducive to good physical health, so it is that 
regularity in devotional life will be beneficial 
to spiritual growth. Without a set-time for the 
daily quiet hour, it is likely to be omitted, o1 
to become a quick formula for making our- 
selves believe that we are feeding ourselves 
spiritually. This is especially true for those who 
lead very busy lives. 


muss” occasion. 


Each must choose the time most suitable to 
them, but the important thing is that a definite 
time be set aside for this important activity 
of each day. The example of Jesus, who arose 
in the early morning and went apart for prayer, 
is one that we could well follow. In the hurry of 
this day, unless busy mothers, working wives, 
two-job husbands, and fun loving young people 
give the first moments of the day to communion 
with God, then they may of necessity give only 
the left-overs of their time to the quiet hour! 
\s this is a poor practice in, the stewardship of 
money, so it is a poor stewardship of time. 


Devoting a period to Bible reading and prayer 
before going forth into the duties of a busy day 
is the best “spiritual vitamin” that one can 
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take. It will greatly strengthen the spiritual 
resources of the individual. 


Regardless of how numerous the duties may 
be, or how difficult the problems which are to 
be solved, they will be met with greater tran- 
quility when you have first met God. 


“Fix your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in his wonderful face 

And the things of earth will grow 
strangely dim 

In the Light of His glory and grace.” 


Many have testified that the “quiet hour” 
can do this and much more for those who observe 
it. Is it important enough to have a definite 
time in your schedule? 





The World Day of Prayer 


in Lubondai Area Congo, Africa 


Three years ago our women Bible teachers 
led the World Day of Prayer service for the 
first time. You cannot imagine how bashful 
and timid they were as they stood before the 
crowd of women, for they were unaccustomed 
to taking part in any public service or in wit- 
nessing in such a manner. Even though they 
had had many practices for weeks ahead, they 
still turned to the missionary for assurance many 
times during the program. 


Last week on the World Day of Prayer, it 
was a different story. Due to a smallpox epi- 
demic, it was first thought that it would be 
impossible to have a meeting, but only a week 
ahead the women received the programs. This 
vear no one had to be begged to take part as 
all fifteen of them wanted to; and due to sick- 
ness, the missionary in charge could not meet 
with the women and thev had to do all their 
planning and practicing alone. 


\gain this World Day of Prayer was truly 
a Day of Praver here. It began with the usual 
sunrise prayer meeting in the church led by one 
of the elders. At nine a.m. men, women, and 
little children arrived from the two nearest vil- 
lages—the others still being under quarantine. 
This period of prayer was led by our Congo 
women, and as usual, the missionary in charge 
went forth and sat very near the platform, ex- 
pecting again to give the leaders their cues. 
But, the Holy Spirit had certainly led these 
women forward—they stood with heads erect, 
with hands steady, and with voices which spoke 
forth with confidence, knowing that through 
them God could lead others to the Salvation 
which is theirs in Christ. 


During the next hour, the young girls of the 
newly organized Home Economics School led 
the program for approximately 1000 students. 
Again it was gratifying and encouraging to see 
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the future women of Congo take their place 
in Christian society as they stood before this 
group of young people, the majority of whom 
were boys. 


At noon, the senior students of our Central 
School for missionary children—a school in 
which four countries and twentv states are rep- 
resented - led the program in English for the 
missionary children and missionaries. 


Because of the quarantine, we were not al- 
lowed to go out as usual in the afternoon to 
the ten surrounding villages to hold the services, 
but the next morning a young evangelist came 
in and with a light shining on his face, told 
that the Christians of his village had had their 
meeting the night before by themselves and then 
he handed forth the fourteen cents offering 
which they had given! He also reported that 
many prayers had gone up for the unfortunate 
people of other lands who knew not Christ— 
which certainly proves that the church here is 
beginning to sense its mission. This church 
which since 1890 has been a mission is fast be- 
coming a Church, and the women are taking 
their rightful place in it! 


(Mrs. Manford H.) Lenore McCall Saunders 





They Are Out for Our Youth! 


The liquor industry is conducting an organ- 
ized campaign to recruit young people as “ad- 
dicts and drinkers” an official of the Vermont 
Department of Education asserts in an article 
published today. Writing in the February issue 
of The Allied Youth, Mr. John Pasciutti, Ver- 
mont Superintendent of Alcohol Education, 
charges that beer and liquor advertisements are 
designed to turn youngsters “into machines to 
manufacture a profit for the licensed beverage 
industry.” 


Mr. Pasciutti holds that the current campaign 
is “not aiming to sell a product” but is “aiming 
to recruit drinkers.” In support of this view 
he quotes the October Bulletin of the Licensed 
Beverage Industry as having said: “Specific ob- 
jectives of the LBI (Public relations) program 
include these points — that moderate use of 
alcoholic beverages is beneficial, that such use 
is customary in the average intelligent American 
family, that it is associated with success in social 
standing. 


“Our society doesn’t know what it believes 
(about drinking) and doesn’t know what to 
say to youth about it,” says Mr. Pasciutti. In 
his view, liquor advertising contributes to the 
confusion with such slogans as “A. sparkling 
reward for a job well done” and “light as a 
bird, fresh as the ocean breeze.” He writes: “We 
are told that it is smart to be fashionable, fash- 
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ionable to be smart, and you can only achieve 
it if you use liquor.” 


Mr. Pasciutti concludes that “if our young 
people are going to develop a program which 
will help them over the difficult phases of this 
problem, they are going to have to do it pretty 
much by themselves, through such organizations 
as Allied Youth. 


For information on Allied Youth, write to 
Allied Youth, 1709 M Street N.W., Washington, 
By 





Opportunities for Service 
Through Evangelism 


Seek in every way possible to win others to 
service through His Church. 


Be alert to meet new people in the community, 
giving their names and addresses to pastor. 


Include on prayer lists those who have been 
visited and invited to become members of the 
church. 


Set up and maintain a visitation program 
among women in circles and _ sunday-school 
classes and encourage women on _ Family-to- 
Family visitation. 


Know and pray for the program of evangelism 
of your local church, community, and denomina- 
tion. Support such programs and assist in visit- 
ing if asked. 


Create and develop a warm, friendly, cordial 
atmosphere in the church. 


Help new members get acquainted in the 
church and become related to some Sunday- 
school class and circle. 


Participate in family-sponsor plan in your 
local church. 


Help to locate non-resident members who 
have not yet transferred church letters. 


Co-operate with pastor and Session in plans 
for observance of Special Season of Evangelistic 
Emphasis in the spring. 


Ask for list of leaflets available from the 
Division of Evangelism, Board of Church Ex- 
tension, 341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., At- 
lanta 8, Ga. Also see leaflets on Evangelism 
listed in Catalogue of Publications, Board of 
Women’s Work. 
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A Conference on Church Music 


sponsored by the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, Presbyterian Church, U.S., will be held at 
Montreat, N. C., August 2-8, 1956. It will give 
practical help to all people interested in church 



































: Europe Blizzard Creates Clothing Crisis music—choir directors, organists, church school 
- (Aa tee i. ; en musicians, ministers and laymen. 
Europe’s worst winter in two hundred years 
has caused unprecedented suffering. Paul B. The conference is being planned by the fol- 
0 Freeland, Secretary of Overseas Relief and Inter- lowing committee: Rev. Hubert Taylor, Mrs. 
, Church Aid reports that Church World Service John Newton Thomas, Rev. C. Grier Davis, 
has exhausted the supply of used clothing on Rev. Wm. H. Foster, Jr., and Dr. James R. 
hand in helping meet the situation, and ur- Sydnor. 
gently appeals for more. The following tele- The following fe: wk d: 
gram from Mr. Harper Sibley, Chairman of ee 
Church World Service, explains the need. po as adult and children’s choir if 
1earsals; exhibits of choir and organ music for 
“Our clothing stocks abroad and CWS ware- various churches; recitals and concerts; exam- 
5 houses in U. S. are depleted by shipments to ples of recorded church music; classes in con- 
blizzard, avalanche and flood-stricken Greece, ducting (beginners and advanced) , service play- 
Italy, Austria, France, Germany and Turkey. ing music and worship, youth choir methods, 
: Urgently need immediately one million pounds congregational singing; private conferences with 
additional clothing, especially men’s clothing outstanding leaders. 
. and blankets, to meet continuing pleas for assist- Ok Gainey will’ dlenuae de biel x 
" ance in unprecedented disaster situation. Please he ‘ ~ te an "'i 7 me BL 
urge your constituencies to send all possible — . Ae Oe, ee 
amounts clothing at once to centers New Wind- Church, Evanston, Il.; Mr. Theodore Schaefer, 
. pele wg ie le National Presbyterian Church, Washington, 
1 1). C.; Mrs. Madeline Dean Ingram, Lynchburg 


“Phis is an emergency,” Mr. Freeland states, 
“in which vou can be of assistance. Get together 
all the used clothing, blankets, ete., possible and 
n send it to Church World Service warehouses, 
- New Windsor, Maryland or 4165 Duncan Ave- 
| nue, St. Louis 10, Missouri. Further instruc- 
tions, if needed, can be had from the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, 


College, Lynchburg, Va.; Rev. Hubert Taylor, 
Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., 
Prot. Wayne Bedford, Austin College, Sherman, 
Texas; Mrs. John Newton Thomas, Assembly's 
Training School, Richmond, Va.; Rev. Wm. 
H. Foster, Jr., Trinity Presbyterian Church, Ar- 
lington, Va. 














l as r, . + vl * The Bible Hour teacher will be Rev. E. Lee 
Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee. Stoffel, Th. D., First Presbyterian Church, Char- 
. wee lotte, N. C. Rev. J. Wayte Fulton, Shenandoah 
Presbyterian Church, Miami, Florida, will be 
F World Missions Receipts the Sunday morning preacher. 
. Budget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 Further information can be secured by writ- 
Receipts to date 2% 1 935.73 ing to the conference director: Dr. James R. 
; Sydnor, Board of Christian Education, Box 1176, 
| Percentage of annual budget Richest: We 
P received for 1956 7.61% , aga 
Balance needed for 1956 3,048,764.27 
; Curry. B. Hearn, Treasurer BIRMINGHAM 1957 
; ii From Augusta 1861 to Birmingham 1907 was 
46 years. A _ historian of the Presbyterian 
. Missions in Reverse Church U.S.A. states that, “one of the most 


notable events in foreign mission history was 
the unanimous adoption of the magnificent dec- 
laration by the Southern Assembly of 1861.” 
Many of us know that platform by heart. Our 
own Dr. D. C. Rankin stated: “Those noble 
men of 6] gave our church its charter to con- 
sider its high destiny as a missionary church. 
The spectacle is perhaps without a parallel in 
the history of the church in all the ages.” 


In a letter just received here from Dr. Samuel 
Burney Hay, President of Stillman College, ‘Tus- 
caloosa, he informs us that the Luebo Presby- 
terytery of our Congo Mission has just sent in 
a contribution of $600.00 for support of the 
Stillman College work. He writes: “Seldom have 

our hearts been more warmed by anything. We 
expect to use the gift for the renovation and 
modernization of our old dormitory, Winns- 
borough Hall, and will tablet it as a gift from 
the Luebo Presbytery.” 


In 1907 at Birmingham a new missionary 
platform was adopted. Dr. S. H. Chester says 
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he did not hope to see such a revolutionary 
platform adopted at once, but expected it would 
be referred to an A.I.C. Quoting his words: 
“The adoption of that new platform, by a unani- 
mous rising vote, was the most impressive scene 
I have witnessed in any of the 33 Assemblies 
I have attended.” By 1909 twenty-five other 
boards had followed the example of the two 
Presbyterian churches, by adopting similar mis- 
sionary platforms defining their specific respon- 
sibilities in terms of the unreached millions. 


1957 will mark the 50th anniversary of the 
adoption of this platform, that electrified our 
church, and the 49th anniversary of the great 
laymen’s missionary convention at Birmingham, 
that implemented the action of the General As- 
sembly. 


Apparently, about every fifty years our 
Church makes an advance in its missionary 
planning. Our Lord may be leading us on to 
a new FORWARD MOVEMENT. 


So on to Birmingham in 57. 


Frank A. Brown 





Everglades Presbytery 


February 19 - 26 was a season of spiritual en- 
riching at the Granada Presbyterian Church, 
Coral Gables, Florida. The Rev. Calvin Thiel- 
man, pastor of the Presbyterian Church at 
Waynesville, North Carolina, began a_ preach- 
ing mission on Sunday, February 19, which he 
closed on Sunday, February 26. Mr. Thielman 
conducted each morning from seven to seven- 
thirty a devotional, “Studies in the Pilgrim 
Psalms.” 


Attendance increased each morning, begin- 
ning with about forty and eighty-three present 
for the concluding devotional. The sermon 
series was on the theme, “Following Christ.” The 
sermons and devotionals were clear, logical, 
spiritually uplifting, and sound in doctrine. The 
preacher probed deeply the hearts of his hearers 
with respect to sin, and presented powerfully 
the gospel of hope in the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ. The Preaching Mission leaves a 
transforming power that will remain effective 
long after the preacher has departed. 


B. M. Larson, Pastor 
Granada Presbyterian Church 





Father Follows in Son’s Footsteps 


A Louisville paper brings “news” of an un- 
common kind, like “man bites dog.” 


Mr. William C. Gannaway, Sr., has sold out 
his business in Huntsville, Ala., and gone to 
Louisville, Ky., to enroll as a student in the 
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Presbyterian Seminary, where his son, William 
C. Gannaway, Jr., is a second-year student. Mr. 
Gannaway, Sr., is quoted as saying that he has 
always had a desire to enter the ministry, but 
got married and established a business, thus 
diverting his career until now his son and name. 
sake is training to be a preacher. The old urge 
never faded out completely, he has always been 
a church worker and is an elder; and at the age 
of 53 he is starting at the bottom to fulfill what 
he regards as the main mission of his life. This 
is really a good piece of news. One compensa- 
tion in Mr. Gannaway’s delayed start in the 
ministry will be that his business training and 
experience will serve to help him in seeing the 
common man’s point of view. 





Louisville Seminary 
1956 Fellowships 


(See front cover) 


Six graduating seniors of Louisville Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary have been awarded 
fellowships for further graduate study. Dr. Frank 
H. Caldwell, president of the Seminary, made 
the announcement at the Seminary Chapel on 
March 14. Five of the fellowships provide finan- 
cial aid in the amount of $500. The Fellowship 
in Pastoral Counseling grants an amount be- 
tween $1500 and $2500 for study at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

Paul Keith Main has been awarded the An- 
drew Patterson Memorial Fellowship in Biblical 
Theology. Mr. Main was born in Greenfield, 
Indiana, on May 22, 1931. He attended Han- 
over College, receiving the Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree in 1953. During a part of his seminary 
course, Mr. Main has been serving as student 
minister for the United Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Church at Madison, Indiana, and for the 
English Woods Presbyterian Church in Cincin- 
nati. His present plan is to begin post- graduate 
work next school year. 


Thomas Morton McMillan, Jr., has been 
awarded the Bradford Noyes Fellowship, given 
for the year 1956. Mr. McMillan was born in 
Thomasville, Georgia, on December 18, 1930. 
He attended Southwestern at Memphis, receiv- 
ing the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1953. Dur- 
ing a part of his seminary course, Mr. McMil- 
lan served as student minister in the Price 
Thompson Larger Parish in western Kentucky. 
Now he is beginning his new work as pastor of 
the Atmore Presbyterian Church in Mobile 
Presbytery. 

Mayo Yates Smith has been awarded the Field- 
ing Lewis Walker Fellowship in Doctrinal The- 
ology. Mr. Smith was born in Latonia, Ken- 
tucky, on January 21, 1930. He attended Centre 
College, receiving the Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1952. Mr. Smith served as student minister at 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
































First Presbyterian Church of Bloomfield, In- 
diana, and is now pastor of that congregation. 


David Alden Steere has been awarded the 
Olof Anderson Memorial Fellowship given on 
recommendation of faculty members in prac- 
tical theology on the basis of general excellence 
of scholarship, personality, and promise of use- 
fulness in the ministry. Mr. Steere was born 
in Akron, Ohio, on May 4, 1931. He attended 
Centre College, receiving the Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1953. During his seminary course 
he has served as student minister of Bethel 
Union and South Fork Presbyterian Churches 
in Marion County, Kentucky. After graduation 
he plans to stay on in this field as pastor. 


J. Joseph Trower has been awarded the Wal- 
ter Kennedy Patterson Fellowship in New Tes- 
tament Greek. Mr. Trower was born in Bell- 
flower, Missouri, on March 4, 1931. He at- 
tended Westminster College at Fulton, Missouri, 
receiving the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1953. 
During his seminary course he has served as 
student minister in Price Thompson Larger 
Parish in western Kentucky. He has also served 
as instructor in New Testament Greek at the 
Seminary. After graduation he will be installed 
as associate pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Kirksville, Missouri. 





YOU CAN 


SHARE 
Qur 


SURPLUS 


With The 
Hungry of The World 


Jack Austin Worthington has been awarded 
the Fellowship in Pastoral Counseling. This 
is a new fellowship being awarded this year for 
the first time, supported by an anonymous 
donor. Mr. Worthington was born in Memphis, 
Tennessee, on June 12, 1931. He attended 
Southwestern at Memphis, receiving the Bache- 
lor of Arts degree in 1953. As a seminary stu- 
dent he has served as student minister of the 
West Union Presbyterian Church at Milling- 
ton, Tennessee. One of the conditions estab- 
lished by the donor of this award is that Mr. 
Worthington begin his postgraduate study next 
school year at the University of Chicago. 





Charlotte, N. C. 


The young adults of Mecklenburg Presbytery 
held their spring rally, Sunday, March 11, in 
the fellowship hall of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, with five messages under the general 
theme, Christian Witness, making up the one- 
day program. 


Speakers leading group discussions and their 
topics included: the Rev. William M. Boyce, 
Jr., pastor of St. Paul Church, “Christian Wit- 
ness in the Crowd You Run With”; the Rev. 
David E. Wilkinson, pastor at Plaza Church, 
“Christian Witness With the Folks You Live 








wk 
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With”; the Rev. Hugh M. Jefferson, pastor of 
South Park Church, directed the discussion on 
“Christian Witness With the People You Work 
With”; and the Rev. Edward B. Cooper, pastor 
at Sharon Church, led the group discussing 
“Christian Witness in Your Church and Com- 
munity.” 


The Rev. James E. Fogartie, minister at Myers 
Park Church, Charlotte, addressed the young 
adults on “You and Your Church.” 


\ get-acquainted hour, under the direction 
of Price Gwynn III, was held before the group 
discussions. 





Fifty Years of Service 
in One Church 


Following is an item clipped from the Mem- 
phis Press-Scimiter, issue of March 3. 


Fifty years of service to Second Presbyterian 
Church, 4055 Poplar, was honored following 
the 10:50 a. m. service Sunday, March 4. Rul- 
ing Elders Alfred D. Mason, Sr., of 1680 Jack- 
son and James M. Thompson of 54 South Mor- 
rison received certificates of service from Dr. A. 
W. Dick, pastor. 


Mr. Mason, president of the church corpora- 
tion, served 4] years as superintendent of the 
Sunday School. He has been an elder of the 
church 50 years. Mr. Thompson was a deacon 
44 years and was elected an elder in 1950. The 
date, March 4, is the exact date in 1906 when 
Mr. Mason was first elected an elder, and Mr. 
Thompson first elected a deacon. 





Rev. O. L. Schick Installed 


At the winter meeting of Norfolk Presbytery 
Rev. Orville Lee Schick was received from Win- 
chester Presbytery and he was installed in the 
Simonsdale Church, Portsmouth, Va., on Feb- 
ruary 5th. His new address is 27 Roberts Court, 
West, Portsmouth, Va. 





The Spring Meeting of Norfolk Presbytery 


will be held at 10 A. M., Tuesday, April 17, 1956, 
in the Third Presbyterian Church of Norfolk, 
formerly the Park Avenue Church. 





Overture from Norfolk Presbytery 


In view of the wealth of historical materials 
which have been gathered in the Historical 
Foundation at Montreat and in our seminary 
and college libraries, and 
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In view of the needs for these important and 
irreplaceable documents to be safely preserved 
und at the same time made available for a wide 


use by students and scholars in our churches. 
and 


In view of the difficulty of getting to these 
records in their present scattered state, and 


In view of the ease with which they could be 
destroyed forever in a moment of time in mod- 
ern warfare, 


The Presbytery of Norfolk overtures the 
Ninety-sixth General Assembly, meeting in Mon. 
treat, N. C., to request the General Council to 
study this need and to make possible facilities 
in the Historical Foundation for photostating 
and/or microfilming these documents in thei 
possession and those in the libraries that copies 
may be placed in the seminary libraries for 
safe keeping and more accessible use. 


W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk 








Richmond, Va. 


The appointment of James Howard Mont- 
gomery of Fort Worth, Texas, to be the new 
manager of the Presbyterian Book Store in At- 
lanta, Ga., was announced here March 8. 


Cameron Deans, general manager of the Di- 
vision of Publications for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. §S., stated that Montgomery will 
assume his duties March 26. He will succeed 
Paul Newey who has resigned the position he 
has held since the opening of the Atlanta store 
in February, 1954. The store is one of three 
operated by the Board of Christian Education of 
the denomination, with combined sales last year 
of over two million dollars. 
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Richmond, Va. 


The appointment of the Rev. Charles Rich- 
ard Slider as director of adult education for 
the Board of Christian Education of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., was announced here 
March 9 by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, Board ex- 
ecutive secretary. 


Mr. Slider, pastor of Marks Presbyterian 
Church of Marks, Mississippi, will begin his 
work with the Richmond Board on July 1. He 
succeeds the Rev. William P. Anderson, Jr., who 
will become associate secretary of the Division 
of Religious Education and on January 1, 1957, 
will succeed Dr. John L. Fairly as secretary of 
that division. 





Rev. Jno. B. Boyd 


announced to his congregation his plan to ask 
for a dissolution of his pastoral relations with 
the church that he may accept a call to become 
associate pastor of the Grace Covenant Church 
in Richmond, Va. 


— BOOR? — 


“ISRAEL AND THE NEW CoveENANT.” Roderick 
Campbell. The Presbyterian and Reformed 


Publishing Co. $3.75. 

The frustration of the Christian world in 
confronting the social, industrial and political 
confusion of the time led the author to search 
for the cause. The search soon moved him away 
from the realms of economics and politics and 
made him face up to human depravity, the 
necessity of personal spiritual regeneration, the 
sin which clings even to the best of men, the 
failure of the church in many communities 
where Christianity once flourished, and the con- 
fusion in all sections of Evangelical Protestant- 
ism regarding the interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures. This volume, therefore, deals with such 
questions as: “Has the church neglected some 
department of saving truth without which she 
cannot adequately understand her own place 
in the plan and purpose of God?” “Has she 
forgotten something essential to the achievement 
or the maintenance of her external and func- 
tional unity?” “Is there something lacking that 
is necessary for the successful accomplishment 
of her appointed missionary task?” Evidence 
is presented that points to the absence of an 
adequate understanding and appreciation of 
the great covenants which stand out so con- 
spicuously in the history of the Hebrew people, 
and the author is convinced that here is the 
cause for the weakness of the church in our day. 
The thesis, therefore, is that the Christian 
church has for centuries failed to take seriously 
and carry out fully the Great Commision. 
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Dr. Oswald T. Allis, in the foreword to this 
volume, writes: “Mr. Campbell is well-read 
in the relevant literature and he is quite fa- 
miliar with the questions under debate. As a 
result of his studies he has come to the definite 
conclusion that the whole subject of the Chris- 
tian task and hope needs to be restudied from 
a different angle and with a different emphasis. 

He finds the key to the problem of the 
duty and the destiny of the church in the cove- 
nants which are set forth so plainly in the Bible, 
notably the Abrahamic, the Mosaic, the Davidic, 
and the new covenant of Christ. He is con- 
vinced that in the promise given to Abraham 
‘fn thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed’ we have the Old Testament pre- 
diction of a task assigned to the Christian 
church and the Great Commission. He does 
not accept what he calls the ‘easy solution of 
the problem according to which we are to ac- 
cept the failure of the church to win the world 
for Christ as evidence that this is not really 
the task of the church and that we are to expect 
the Lord by His coming and visible reign to 
accomplish the task of establishing His king- 
dom on the earth. He tells us very definitely that 
this task is assigned to the church; and he 
challenges her to bestir herself for its achieve- 
ment. . . . This is the reason that the con- 
stant emphasis in this book is on the present 
task of the church as the ambassador of Christ 
to a needy, sin-cursed world.’” This view, says 
Dr. Allis, is not a new interpretation but rather 
a teaching which has been widely held in the 
past and by able scholars. It is an interpreta- 
tion which can only be called novel because 
it has been largely obscured by quite different 
teachings which are so popular today. This 
subject is controversial within the Christian 
church, but Christians who are in search for 
the truth should read this volume, no matter 
what presuppositions or beliefs they hold. At 
any rate, it has this value, that it will cause 
many Christians to reconsider the missionary 
assignment given to the church. 


The covenants are conceived by the author 
as events or transactions in history. He affirms 
that the documents which we call “Testaments” 
contain a record of the events and of the move- 
ments which followed them. The two great cove- 
nants which are associated with the points in 
history known as Sinai and Calvary are the 
two great mountain peaks of history, or revela- 
tion and of the one true faith, Mr. Campbell 
remarks, “These are the two focal points of our 
study subject, of course, to the one supreme 
fact that the Long-Promised Messiah has already 
come, stands at the center of all history as well 
as of Biblical revelation.” 


A splendid chapter in this book is devoted to 
“Covenant Faith.” The author states that sav- 


ing faith is freely promised to all who are 
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sincerely seeking for it. He writes, “In the 
case of serious minded persons who have no 
assurance of being possessed of this faith, it 
may be the part of wisdom to seek for it as 
if they did not already possess it. There is 
much that one can do in order to become es- 
tablished in the faith providing one is really 
in earnest. The intelligent adult can if he 
will refrain from specific actions which he 
knows to be sin or regarding which he is doubt- 
ful. He can refrain from exposing himself to 
many forms of temptation. He can seek the 
fellowship and the help of believing men. He 
can investigate the beneficial effect of this faith 
in the lives of many men and nations. He can 
study the sacred records which are ‘able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus’. He can pray for the help 
which as the Bible testifies is promised to all 
who sincerely seek it.” This does not imply 
that man by his will power can reason himself 
into believing and loving God. The sad truth, 
the author reminds us, is that many do not 
wish to know and to love God. They prefer 
to remain as they are. They do not try to live 
in full accord with what they know to be right. 
They may not openly deny the truth of what the 
Bible reveals. They are just indifferent or 
skeptical. Such people ought to know that in- 
difference is opposition. If they have once been 
confronted with the claims of Christ they have 
already made a decision. 


Some excellent insights are presented in re- 
gard to corporate faith. The united faith of 
the church supplements the weak and halting 
faith of the individual members who are or 
should always be vividly conscious of their own 
personal unworthiness, weakness, and sin. Mr. 
Campbell observes, “The amazing results of this 
collective faith in the Old Covenant Church 
are on record in the Old Testament as also the 
disastrous effects of the absence of such collec- 
tive faith. We may confidently expect corre- 
sponding effects both for good or for ill on the 
higher spiritual plain of the new and the bet- 
ter covenant. 


The problem of the children who are born 
within the covenanted community is squarely 
faced in the chapter on “Covenant Implica- 
tions.” In the light of the older covenants and 
especially the basic Abrahamic covenant the 
author says, “It should not be difficult to ap- 
preciate the highly privileged position of the 
Hebrew children in the best days of the old 
nation when compared with the surrounding 
heathen world. In the Christian church there 
should be a corresponding difference between 
those who are raised within anu without the 
sacred covenanted community. The difference 
can in some measure be seen in every Christian 
land. It can be seen more clearly when we look 
at the unevangelized heathen world.” 
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While recognizing that there are many sin. 
cere Christian people who live without a due 
knowledge or appreciation of the covenant, 
nevertheless, the author holds that because of 
this oversight there is something lacking in 
their corporate life. He writes, “We suggest that 
a clear understanding and recognition of the 
covenant would add materially to their useful- 
ness in the service of Christ. There is something 
missing, not because of the weakness of their 
faith, but rather, in all probability because of 
the inconsistency of so many professing Chris- 
tians who pay lip service to the covenant while 
ignoring it completely in their person and social 
lives. . . . We would all do well to read again 
the pointed words of the Old Testament proph- 
ets; and the New Testament is no less emphatic 
than the old in its condemnation of those who 
despise their covenant birthright.” 


There is a tendency in some quarters to de- 
preciate lay theologians. Anyone who will read 
this volume with an open mind will be im- 
pressed with the author’s breadth of scholar- 
ship, keenness of discernment, and ability to 
express great truths with vigor and clarity. 


—].RR. 





“ANTICHRIST’S CoMING ONE-Wor-p.” J. C. 
Bridges. Order from the author in Huntersville, 
North Carolina. $2.00. 


The interpretation of the parable of the leaven 
is the theme of this volume. The key to the 
exposition is that Scripture must interpret Scrip- 
ture. The author points out that leaven is a 
symbol of evil and is set over against unleav- 
ened bread, a symbol of good. Bible students 
who have engaged in research involving the 
interpretation of Matthew 13:13 know that there 
is no unanimous opinion among responsible 
expositors on this subject. The author offers a 
number of proofs to show that leaven does not 
svmbolize the Gospel of Christ. 


\ccording to this volume the leaven refers 
to the Antichrist. He believes that the Anti 
christ is a man, but much more than a man 
and is able to deceive men into accepting him 
as Israel’s true Messiah. He states that the 
Antichrist will endeavor to establish himsel! 
among men as the rightful heir of David's throne 
and to execute the role of a false Christ. 


The author sees danger in the movements to 
unite the world politically and religiously. He 
believes that this is a scheme of Satan. He 
closes with this thought, “Ministers of the Gos- 
pel, the hour is at hand when the scheme ol 
the Antichrist should be revealed. Otherwise, 
how will one’s spiritual dependents know what 
is in the making, especially our youth who are 
presently being taught the virtue of a One- 
World system, and who are so easily enticed by 
glamour?” 
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Undoubtedly, the author has spent much time 
in prophetic research. His thinking is stimulat- 
ing and since eschatology is now challenging 
the attention of thoughtful Bible students, this 
book should be considered seriously. J.R.R. 





“BiLLy GRAHAM: A Mission ACCOMPLISHED.” 
George Burnham. Fleming H. Revell Co. $2.00. 


Many have read of the successful ministry 
of Billy Graham and his evangelistic team in 
Britain and on the continent of Europe and 
would like to know more about it. Here is the 
book that gives a first hand account of what 
transpired in the lives of millions who were 
blessed by these meetings. George Burnham of 
the Chattanooga News-Free Press was with the 
Graham team during the entire tour of 1955, 
and reported for more than 300 daily news- 
papers in the United States. 


Burnham begins his first chapter with this 
striking statement: “Lots of things can hap- 
pen in a year.” This book is a fascinating 
chronicle of what God did through this re- 
markable evangelistic team in one year. 


These reports contain some illuminating facts. 
One is that the Graham evangelistic team does 
its work through the churches of Christ and 
its program is church-integrated. While recog- 
nizing the imperfections of the organized church 
on earth, Billy Graham also recognizes that 
the church of Christ is a divine institution, and 
evangelistic work must be carried on through 
this institution. 


The second striking observation is that Billy 
Graham has a message and it is not a new mes- 
sage but the old, old story given through the 
medium of a consecrated personality. Billy 
Graham claims no originality. He is content 
to be a transmitter of the Word of God to the 
hearts of his hearers. 


The third enlightening feature is that this 
book demonstrates that in the Billy Graham 
meetings the Bible is shown to be the most 
relevant of all literature to our modern prob- 
lems. Winston Churchill has said that our prob- 
lems have gotten quite beyond us. The human 
mind is not capable of solving the problems that 
face the world. Billy Graham is showing the 
people that our problems have not gotten be- 
yond God, and that Christ, the Son of God, 
is capable of solving the problems that face the 
world. 


One of the questions many people ask con- 
cerning the influence of Billy Graham meet- 
ings is, “Will it last?” Billy readily admits that 
not all of the decisions will last. He points 
out that the Bible teaches that not all of the 
decisions during the days of Christ lasted. Some 
of the seed fell on rocky ground and was blown 
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away. Some of it fell on poor soil and failed 
to take root, but other seed fell on good earth 
and grew. The answer to this question, “Will 
it last?” is that many of these who come for- 
ward are genuinely transformed and sincerely 
changed. To the credit of this evangelist the 
converts are not left to flounder for themselves 
after a campaign is over. Billy Graham has a 
follow-up organization that keeps in touch with 
the converts for at least six months subsequent 
to the decision. 


George Burnham knows how to write simply, 
forcefully, and grippingly. This book sounds 
very much like reading the Acts of the Apos- 
tles in modern language. It should lead Chris- 
tians to thank God for this great movement 
and pray for its continued success. J.R.R. 





“THe SATISFACTION OF Curist.” Author W. 


Pink. Bible Truth Depot. $3.95. 


Dr. Pink is known throughout Christendom 
as one of the most able Bible students and 
expositors since the days of Spurgeon and Meyer. 
This work deals with the pertinency and im- 
portance of the atonement of Christ. Every 
chapter in this book is masterful in presenta- 
tion and content. One of the most penetrating 
chapters has to do with the extent of Christ's 
atonement. This has always been a vexing ques- 
tion among theologians. Dr. Pink believes that 
this is not a question of small importance be- 
cause it concerns the honor of God and the 
glory of the Son. He follows the Reformed in- 
terpretation in affirming that Christ died for 
His Church, His people, and His sheep. We 
are reminded that any correct interpretation on 
this aspect of His atonement must not ignore 
the eternal and sovereign election of the Father. 
After a careful analysis of all passages bearing 
on this subject the author reaches the conclu- 
sion that Christ died for the elect only. 


Books on the atonement are numberless. Some 
are superficial, some are erroneous in interpre- 
tation, some are dull in presentation. This vol- 
ume is one of the most practical and satisfying 
presentations of the atoning work of Christ this 
reviewer has ever read. —J.R.R. 





“EXPosiTORY OUTLINES ON THE WHOLE BIBLE” 
Volume 18—Philippians through I Timothy. 
Volume 19—II Timothy through Hebrews. 
Volume 20—James through Jude. 

Volume 21—Revelation. 
Charles Simeon. $3.95 per volume. 


The commentaries of Charles Simeon are ar- 
resting. They are cast into a unique mold. Each 
volume contains a penetrating analysis and 
many keen observations. The outlines are clear, 
consistent, and logical. The homiletical com- 
ments are as fresh as tomorrow morning. 
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Simeon has great respect for the Word of God 
and shows that nothing can be properly evalu- 
ated apart from it. These excellent volumes 
are outstanding contributions to expository 
literature on the New Testament and will be 
read with utmost delight. 





“THE PARABOLIC TEACHING OF SCRIPTURE.” 
G. H. Lang. William B. Eerdmans. $3.50. 


This is one of the most important books on 
the parables of Christ since the Trench’s classic 
work now 100 years old. The parables of the 
New Testament are treated historically and due 
regard is paid to the progress and doctrine that 
they exhibit. The parables show that Christ 
taught according to the capacity of His hearers. 
As they grasped the instruction further truth 
was unfolded. It is also shown here that as 
His opposition developed in intensity so did 
His parables in force and solemnity. Each para- 
ble therefore reflects the conditions which called 
it forth and is illuminated by the circumstances. 
The author believes in consequence they must 
be studied consecutively if the full sense and 
force of each is to be realized. The purpose of 
this book, like the purpose of the parables, is 
intensely practical. The New Testament para- 
bles along with five presented here from the 
Old Testament contain a wealth of meaning 
for our day, and this book shows how these 
everlasting truths need to be applied to con- 
temporary life. 





, 


“A MAN oF Sorrows.’ Herman Hoeksema. 
William B. Eerdmans. $2.00. 


This thought-provoking new meditation, by 
the author of many well-known volumes, is a 
penetrating and deeply moving study of the 
redemptive love of God revealed in the suffer- 
ings of Christ and prefigured in the “MAN OF 
SORROWS” of Isaiah with whose “stripes we 
are healed.”” Nine chapters expound pertinent 
chapters from Isaiah 50 and 53, closing with 
the chapter entitled “Tell My Disciples - and 
Peter,” which sets forth the triumph of the resur- 
rection and the redemptive love of God for man. 
Dr. Hoeksema is a thoughtful student of the 
Bible and this new study will be rewarding to 
those who want to know more about the pas- 
sion and atonement of Christ. —J.R.R. 
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